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Education from Space
Dr. Chris Fuglesang, Astronaut, NASA and ESA

Education from Space is extremely important: during almost every space flight that goes
up we hold sessions and through a connection with the ground children get a chance to talk
and pose questions to the astronauts on board. The children are just fascinated when they
get this chance to put questions directly to the astronauts in space. They can ask any kind
of question and they get the answer.

Another tool we have on the space station is amateur radio; every astronaut on the space
station often likes to use it, school children from anywhere in the world can actually make
contact with amateur radio operators around the world who know about this and there are
special sessions when astronauts on the space station connect to this amateur radio system
in a school and answer questions. The questions are prepared beforehand, they are sent up
by e-mail or through the radio and we have a chance to look at the questions in advance,
so we can also prepare the answer.

It is also a good way for the students to get much more involved with issues that have to
do with space; they have to think through in advance what questions they want to pose.

ISA produces material on DVDs - different topics related to the kinds of science done in
space and topics which are easy to visualize in space. The first DVD shows Newton laws
and the other one shows many experiments focusing on how differently the body behaves
when in space. In the third one an astronaut shows the structures of matters in which also
you can see how different they are in space. The fourth DVD is about robotics in space —
all those DVDs are available on line, I think you can even download them.

Go on, look them up and get some ideas.

Another lesson produced here has to do with gyros rotation and you can see how things
rotate in space, so you get a better understanding of spinning objects. The astronaut is
playing with a rotating or spinning object, showing how it spins and gyrates in weightlessness.
It is always fascinating to see things when they spin in space.

You can entertain a lot of students with a very simple experiment. For example, the
experiment called 'Seeds in Space'. The Dutch astronaut brought with him some seeds
which he was going to grow in space and he put them in two chambers, one with light and
the other with no light, then he would give them a little bit of water every day. Now, every
school class in the Netherlands wanted to do exactly the same experiment together with
their astronaut in space. They did it in class rooms, some 60 000 students in middle school
ages participated in this experiment. Later they could compare how the seeds were growing
in weightlessness and on Earth and the difference between having light and having no light.
A very simple experiment created a lot of interest.

Competitions also engage a lot of people. Right now ISA has a competition going on, this
one is aimed at university students, invited to propose an experiment and the best one will
hopefully fly on the space station. The experiment can be in any one of the fields of science
that we normally experiment with on the space station, like life sciences or physical sciences,
space sciences, technology or observation.

Some astronauts are more creative than others and maybe the most creative I know is my



friend Don Petit from NASA. He spent six months on the space station in 2000 and 2003
and he is still going back there. Don is a physicist and when he was up there he made some
small experiments himself, filming many of them and kind of making educational videos.

One of the videos shows cities by night from space, and it underlines a few facts: one, that
the space station is moving very quickly at 8 kilometers per second and when you take a
camera wishing to take a picture of the night city you need exposure time of a couple of
seconds, but then you get a very fuzzy picture. Well, he built himself a checking device
using material he had up there, he just found some things and put them together. You could
track a certain point on Earth while the space ship is moving over it and then he shows how
he can get a much sharper pictures of the cities by night. This also becomes a geography
lesson of sorts because you see the shape of those cities and you can learn about the
geography that way. I am very glad that he will get another chance to fly to space because
that is why we send inventive people to space: they come up with new ideas.

I 'am not as creative as Don is but I too wanted to come up with my own little idea, trying
to have an education project in Space in my field of research which is radiation trying to
show in a very instructive way the radiation which is up there. On the space station radiation
is in fact about a hundred times stronger than it is on Earth. The radians are particles coming
from space, most of which are charge particles, protons, alpha particles, charged ions. They
have very high energy, so the space station does not stop them, actually it can create even
shower effects, when they hit and just go through. This varies from where you are in orbit
in space and where you are in the space station, if you are more shielded or less shielded.
So you just build a very simple detector which shows this. The particle flux demonstrator
is simple. There are two simple sensors here and there and when the charged particle goes
through it will create an electrical signal which will be seen as a blinking dial on the panel
here.

You can see or hear when you have a charged particle go there and you can correlate that
with where you are in orbit around the Earth and where you are in the space station.
There is more than one way to educate from space, the first one is to have the astronauts
up there to communicate with the students directly, which is very exciting for the students
but it is hard to reach very many of them that way, though we try. Then we also produce
material with the astronauts to thrill and stimulate the students and finally every astronaut
coming back from the flight talks often about the experience at schools and universities
and that inspires them.

I think that the major benefit is that so many young people are fascinated by Space and
by getting a chance to interact with something close to Space or even someone who has
been up in Space helps to inspire them. We need more people studying technology and
science in our society; it is a general problem in most of the western countries. We try to
find ways to increase the number of young people going into these fields so here is another
very important use of the space station which will be up there at least for another ten years.



Space Museums as a Tool for Education

Roger Launius, Curator of the National Air and Space Museum, Smithsonian Institution,
Washington D.C.

I want to take you on a short survey of the National Air and Space Museum and what we
are doing in terms of education. We are very proud of what we do there, justifiably so, I
think. That is not to say that we must rest on our laurels because there are a lot of things we
have not yet accomplished.

The motto or the strategic vision for the National Air and Space Museum is very simple;
it is to commemorate, educate and inspire the next generation. We take that very seriously.

We are also very proud of the fact that we are the most visited museum in the world. Opened
in 1976 we have more than 7 million visitors per year, sometimes even 8 or 9 million. Most
people who visit Washington spend some time in this museum. We have authoritative
information about air and space, we have an Imax theater that shows the latest movies, as
well as a planetarium. We have a very extensive web site presence which allows us to reach
people who cannot come to the museum, and we are a teaching resource for people literally
around the world; we are very focused on what is known in the United states as STEM
education, science technology engineering and math, and we are trying to work very hard
to enhance the capabilities of our educational systems along those lines.

On show are milestones of flight. Everybody can see the iconic objects on display. including
"The spirit of St. Louis' that Charles Lindberg flew across the Atlantic in 1927 and the Bell
X1 aircraft that Chuck Yeager flew faster than the speed of sound in 1947, as well as the
Apollo 11 command module and John Glenn's space capsule from the Mercury program.
These well known achievements in air and space indicate the rapid pace at which aerospace
technology evolved in the 20th century. All these exhibits tell the particular story of flight
in the 20th century - and what a remarkable experience it has been - as we have moved from
very simple aircraft that the Wright brothers flew in that first generation of fliers, all the way
to spacecraft that has taken us to the moon and the robotic craft that have gone beyond to
all of the planets of the Solar system.

We have just opened a new exhibition dealing with human space flight since the moon
landings, focusing on the Space shuttle era, the Space station era, and the era of international
cooperative ventures in Space that dawned in terms of human space flight with the advent
of the space shuttle in the 1980.

Last week we had a major event with some of the members of the crew from the STS 129
shuttle mission that has recently returned to Earth who participated in an educational event
with school children from around the area as well as linkages all over the globe through the
internet, with distance learning processes.

The presentation center has a television capability, which allows us to do programming we
have never done before, thus we make connections to people outside the museum.

We have created a new air transportation gallery which opened just about two years ago and
deals with the issue of flying in an airline, the one experience that virtually everybody relates
to. Air travel has changed the way in which our world operates. I would like to think it is
for the better, I believe it is for the better most of the time.



It is however a significant part of a story that must be told as we try to explain to youngsters
especially how the world came to be the way in which it is.

We opened a new building in 2003, at the Dulles international airport - it is the biggest
airplane hangar you have ever seen, you can see a Concorde in the foreground, various
other aircraft hanging in the background. There are three levels of hanging aircraft and lots
of various other types of aircraft on the floor. We are still fitting it out; it's not fully stocked
with all of the aircrafts that are going to be placed in there. We have a separate hangar for
space; you can see it in the distance with the space shuttle Enterprise, the test vehicle flown
in the 1970's to prepare for the shuttle on its approach and landing test.

We have more than 25 thousand artifacts, everything from small aircraft to models of Spirit
and Opportunity, the little rovers that have been operating since 2005 on the Martian surface.

Also displayed is the Dash 80, the original Boeing 707 aircraft, the classic air liner from
the 1950's, the basis for literally thousands of airplanes like it that were built later. In our
Sea Air gallery we have a naval aviation exhibition. There you can see an aircraft built by
Howard Hughes in the 1930's, known as the Hughes racer, used for racing at that particular
time, a very sleek and elegant aircraft for its time.

We have many educational programs at the museum. We develop curricular materials, we
have teachers' workshops that enable us to bring those to the public, and we have public
lectures and a story-time. There is a new observatory, a public observatory and we have
just built this year, now used for solar observation. We take people out and show them a
little bit about the Sun and talk to them about astronomy. There is also a series of what we
call discovery stations, where our people work with some kids to talk about the principles
of gravity and centrifugal force.

Of course we have guided tours, learning labs and various types of demonstrations. We
have also started developing electronic field trips where we are able to connect to outside
organizations, schools, scientific centers and other museums to talk about air and space
activities. We are doing that on a world wide basis, too. There is also a variety of formal
symposia and lectures - an annual lecture called the John Glenn lecture. We also have what
we call "Webenars" - one day symposia done through the internet. All of that is a part of
the process of reaching to the public and broaden the presence of air and space knowledge
beyond the walls of the museum.

We have three academic departments at the museum; one is dedicated to the history of
aeronautics, another to the history of space and the third is dedicated to planetary science.
We are not just museum curators, we are also scholars and we are engaged in publication
and research all the while hoping to advance knowledge through that particular process.



Space Indexes as a tool for Decision-makers
Jay Gullish, Senior Analyst, Futron Corp.

Futron helps decision makers make better decisions, that includes government decision
makers as well as those in the private sector and the common theme is our vision of Space.
Many think of space as just satellites and rocket ships. Others think of it as in-orbit
applications, or as the telecommunications applications of GPS. We take a broad view of
our vision of Space starting with the manufacturing chain for components for ground
systems, very often excluded from the space industry, but they are satellites as well, rocket
ships, launchers, operators and so forth. We also look at some of the downstream applications
and where the tremendous excitement in the industry comes from, the new applications
that bring together GPS systems with imagery and telecommunication, combining them
in ways never thought of before the internet, before GPS.

The space competitiveness index provides four things: it is a quantitative data base; behind
the scenes we have this massive Excel spreadsheet with hundreds of tabs collecting
information across a variety of different areas. It is an overview of the top ten countries
and we statistically rank those to a complex model. Most importantly, perhaps, is that in
addition to the core index we understand that companies and decision makers see themselves
in a very unique way so a telecommunications provider may not even think of themselves
as a space business per se versus others in earth observation, but may be crunching data
and providing value added services of images and so forth.

I just wanted to point out in terms of the size of the industry, this is always an interesting
chart, in total we estimate that the space industry is closing in on 300 billion dollars a year,
and basically you can see that the commercial infrastructure represents about 32 percent
of the overall industry, a third. Another third roughly is the commercial satellite service
providers, those are the actual revenues from selling space products and then of course,
governments are there.

This year we have seen pretty good growth across almost all these segments. One of the
largest segments that grew is the GPS ground equipment segment and government spending
also increased not only within individual governments, but the number of government
spending with comparison to my earlier list.

What is the space competitive index and why is it important? It is important because it
provides us now, for our third year running, with yearly information for decision makers
to benchmark actions. So if a country changes some of its policies how does that impact
its relative competitiveness? The answer is relative. It is important to know because it is
not about a certain point in time, because the industry is constantly moving. This is really
a race, the time that you win that race in does not matter, what matters is that you win and
get a gold medal, or a bronze or silver, if that is your objective. This index crunches together
statistics. We probably have 65 different statistics and then on the one hand we aggregate
them, we glue them in government industry and human capital metrics. In addition, we tag
them for segments such as telecommunications metric or earth observation metric, or
technology metric. There are some sub categories in groupings as well.

I am a strong believer if a government has a framework for which industry can understand



its roles and responsibilities, it allows other participants in society from civil society
organizations, individuals and companies to move together, to focus, to bring their own
resources to the table, to invest in technologies that they think the government may buy.
It rallies people, you have a strong strategy. Canada does this perhaps best in the world
with a very clearly defined strategy; on the one hand Canada has decided it will be part of
ISA as a member, keep a hand in the European cookie jar, so to speak, while on the other
hand it integrates closely with the United States. Canada works very closely with NASA
and with the US military but they also work with the federal aviation administration on
GPS and augmentation technologies. In addition, Canada says 'we are focusing, we are
going to do three things excellently: We are going to provide money and structure to our
universities, develop skill sets for those industries' and Canadian companies do extremely
well, much better than you would expect because they have a very good policy. There are
gaps, of course, and they actually addressed some of those gaps recently.

I want to just point out three interesting thing about the current index. One, the US is the
leader but much of that is kinetic, it reflects the US military, and much of that technology
is not available for sale, for export. Therefore some of that 'competitiveness' dissipates
because it is not shared, sold resold and so forth. The second thing is that there is a top tier
and a lower tier of countries and the interesting thing about the second tier of countries is
how close they all are, small movements impact the economy and competitiveness. Japan
jumped year over year; this is the power in the weakness of this tool, it is just statistics, I
am an economist, we crunch the numbers, we put words around it and yet it created a
political maelstrom in Japan: what did we do right? What did we do wrong? Is this going
to change? Are we going to be higher next year? Will they be lower next year? When we
published this we got a call from Japan's Space Agency, asking for the details, so we took
them through the model and showed them specifically why they jumped. Firstly they jumped
in that second tier, small enhancements statistically make a big difference, because of how
close the second tier is, but then we said, well, did you have a good year? And they say,
yeah, we think we had a good yea.

Japan is going to launch a satellite for South Korea, it is the first commercial order of a
Japanese-made rocket; that was in January. In March Japan was considering robots on the
moon by 2020 and astronauts by 2030. Japan space policy will include a missile warning
system, and a military-civilian high command was created to organize space activities.
Japan's probe crashes into the lunar surface, that lunar probe created debris and they later
identified water out of that. Japanese scientists also reported finding uranium on the moon;
that certainly a commodity item that raises some interest. The Japanese budget for space
exploration increases by 10 percent.

In July Hawaii may be the first place for point to point sub-orbital flights between the island
and Japan. The point to point actually would suggest that space tourism is actually space
transportations, so it becomes an aviation transportation industry rather than just fun and
games.

Japan had a really good year and so the numbers bear that out. But more than the individual
program successes they have the structure behind that, so when we look at Japan we see
the potential to have a very structured policy and spending plan. Of course, politics is
politics and the new government is talking about cutting the budget, so it is possible that
Japan might fall out of that ranking in our next analysis.

So I also mentioned our segmentation analysis and I think this is important because you



have to look at the industry how the industry looks at itself.

Science and exploration are generally state-funded but increasingly we are starting to see
commercial ventures get involved, principally providing infrastructure services to governments
in science and exploration. Telecommunications and remote sensing is a very broad industry
that includes imaging weather observation and so forth. Position navigation and timing,
we all know that as GPS, then you have manufacturing and launch and space services.
There are groups of bankers and financiers who focus on space.

In areas where we all know Israel is strong, perhaps the tactical military, Israel bumped up
a little bit, in earth observation, Israel bumped up, in PNT sector where there is not much
going on, it bumped down, and then obviously exploration, there is very limited activity
in Israel in that regard. Lastly I want to point out our technology index where Israel did
very well, it actually ranked above Canada in this area, it is manufacturing exploration
GNSS communication systems, remote sensing and launch vehicles.

How can this tool, the index, be useful for decision makers? It is an external view validated
by some of you in the room, to help you understand your strengths, your weaknesses, what
are your opportunities and your threats. I hope that through understanding this those amongst
you working on Space policy that is currently under review will take this into account and
structure a policy that obviously will include the visions and the objectives, clear objectives
of the Space community, but also outline things that the rest of us need, such as clear
coherent policies and program regulations, budgets, multi-year budgets preferably.

At the same time [ would suggest taking the broadest perspective of Space. The Indians
do a great job at this, they incorporate it into their entire development plan, looking for
water and housing in rural communities. Then of course there are opportunities which we
can build on and so hopefully the policy will have a mechanism for governments to assist
all stake holders to realize some of these opportunities. Governments cannot do everything
and Israeli industries should come together to form trade associations and lobbying groups
and export support organizations.

All of us also need to look at our threats, but collectively there is a framework for decision
makers, statistically derived year over year, providing data to help people understand and
make better decisions about the space industry.



Responsive Launch Operations
Christoph Bauer, Sales Director, Space X Ltd.

Space X was created by an entrepreneur, Elon Musk, with a single vision, namely that
private entrepreneurship has a role to play not only in launching satellites but also in
launching human beings into space. We have 800 employees today with headquarters in
Los Angeles, California. We manufacture about 80 percent of the rocket ourselves; we try
to be self reliant. We do the testing of all our engines and rocket structures in central Texas
and have a couple of launch sites. Today we are launching from Cape Canaveral and we
have a very important launch coming up in March 2010 which will be the first Falcon 9,
the rocket we designed for NASA to launch, to replace the space shuttle and launch cargo
to the Space Station.

The Falcon 1 is a rocket we developed in six years with a hundred million dollars. It is a
red rocket perfect for the Venus mission that [Al is currently building and we also have a
very important contract we are proud to announce today with Space.com of Israel. They
bought the Falcon 9 for one of their Amos missions and we cannot thank you enough for
your business, because we are a young company and the trust you are placing in us is very
important for us.

We have also developed an Apollo-type capsule with re-entry capability for NASA, the
capsule has windows and a door, and those windows are not for the cargo, just to look
outside because we are willing to send astronauts in this capsule. Actually it is the same
design we shall be using for cargo and for crew. As you know the road to space is a very
difficult one; we had three failures, yet we learned a lot from them as well as from two great
successes that followed. The Falcon 1 flight on 28 September 2008, which was a demo
flight, was extremely successful and recently in July 2009 we launched earth observation
for Malaysia.

In 2010 there will be an announcement of the new Falcon 1 called Falcon 1E for the end
of the year and most importantly we have four Falcon 9 flights on a manifest, with the first
one launching from Cape Canaveral in March. Rapid response is important because we are
a private company and time is money, so we need to operate as efficiently as possible and
the less time we spend on the launch site and on bringing the rocket, putting it together and
making it ready to launch means more efficiency and less cost. This allows us to propose
arocket for typically half the price that you could get from the competition. The new Falcon
1E costs 11 million dollars for a launch. It is an incredible price. The Falcon 9 sells today
for 50 million S dollars, which is about half the competition's price. Our fourth flight was
very interesting, having taken place some six weeks following that of our third flight. Since
we built the rocket ourselves and knowing ourselves so well we were able to identify the
issue encountered on the third flight, rapidly analyze what the problem was and fix it, so
we are able to put together a replacement rocket and launch in less than six weeks.

It is very critical for us to launch as fast as we can, so we were ready to launch at 07:00,
we started the countdown at 09:00 and by 13:00 the satellite was in orbit. It was a great
flight. The next one was flight number 5 - that mission too was a total success, as we had
a window of 50 kilometer and we were within 10 kilometer of the target. Our Malaysian
customer was extremely satisfied. We are looking forward to some four successful launches
of Falcon 9 in 2010.



Space as a National Asset for the US
General Kevin P. Chilton, US STRATCOM Commander

I am grateful to the Fisher Brothers Institute for Air and Space Studies for inviting me to
be part of this event, celebrating the life and the vision of Ilan Ramon, a hero not only to
Israel but to all Space faring nations and certainly to all men and women who have left the
planet earth as astronauts.

As the Commander of United States Strategic Command, I have the opportunity to oversee
a command that has global responsibilities. Unlike other unified commands in our military.
Our missions are not constrained by lines on a map or by national boundaries, or even by
oceans and continents. We are ordered to provide strategic deterrence for America, we are
ordered to provide military space operations for America and we are ordered to provide
military cyber space operations for America. These are our three principal areas of focus.
Or as we call them, our three main lines of operations because we are not only tasked to
plan for crisis situations in these three areas, but we also conduct daily operations in each
of these three areas that require our utmost and focused attention.

Keeping with our global charter we are also asked to support other cross regional mission
areas such as mission defense, intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance, information
operations and the challenge of combating weapons of mass destruction. But today I am
both pleased and relieved as I only have to speak to you about one of those mission areas,
and as you might have guessed it is my favorite. Space.

While Space is undoubtedly a tremendous national asset for the United States, it is equally
so for the world - space capabilities benefit every nation, and I am always amazed when I
reflect upon the fact that the capabilities that we enjoy today did not exist when I was a
young boy growing up in California. Yet Space has become an integral part of our daily
lives, so much so that it is difficult to imagine life without them. We see the benefits of
Space all around us, global communications enabling international commerce and
telecommunication move at the speed of light connecting people in ways never thought
possible all around the world. Position navigation and timing systems such as GPS guide
travelers in the air and on the ground and indeed in Space. GPS enables global banking
and local ATMs as well as precision manufacturing, precision farming, precise military
operations and recreational times. Not to mention that it has saved me personally more than
once from having to stop and do something that the American male never wants to do while
driving, ask for directions. It would be hard for me, or I would argue, for any of us to
envision also not having the benefits of satellite imagery. Can you imagine waking up in
the morning and turning on the news and not seeing a satellite image that tells you what
the weather will be today and perhaps tomorrow even on the other side of the world?
Simultaneously Space industries have become an important economic engine providing
thousands of jobs and development of new products and services all around the world and
meanwhile our scientists continue to unlock the mysteries of the universe with unmanned
probes and telescopes enabling us to look not only up at this wonderful universe, but back
down on this planet that we call home. Today astronauts work 24 hours a day 365 days a
year in orbit around the Earth on the International Space Station. Yet all the benefits of our
abilities in Space today are under a constant threat from a growing enemy, and I am not



just talking about the budget pressures that we all are challenged with in our countries as
we try to increase our participation in Space.

I would like to tell you a brief story from my last flight in Space, aboard the space shuttle
Atlantis. It was about the third or the fourth day of the flight and I drifted down from the
flight deck to the mid-deck, which is just below the cockpit to conduct some business and
on the side house [?] which is mounted on the mid-deck is a porthole, just about this big
round and the porthole we keep covered up all the time when we are in orbit because the
glass in that porthole has no filter on it, so there are no ultra violet filters to shade the sun
and protect your skin as we have on all the other windows. It is a perfect glass for observations
of the Earth. But we cover it. Well, I was working near the porthole and I thought I would
take a peek through this glass window just to see if it was that much better or that much
clearer. When I peeled the cover back I was amazed to find in this small porthole, in the
top right hand section, a crater of about three centimeters in diameter in the outer glass
pane. Now this got my attention. Fortunately I knew that there were three panes of glass
and only the outer pane had been cracked, but what caused this crack? All my crewmates
came down and took turns looking at it. It looked as if someone had shot a small pellet gun
at a window in your house and left that scalding mark; what could it have been? Well, when
we landed the engineers and scientists were quite interested - they replaced the outer pane
and sent the glass to be examined by an electron microscope and concluded that this crack
had been caused by a small fleck of paint. How could something so light and insignificant
crack the glass on the outer pane of the space shuttle window? Moving at such tremendous
velocity, even a small fleck of paint has tremendous power. So this is the challenge I want
to talk to you about today.

I would like to describe this challenge facing us while operating in Space called orbital
debris. Before 1957, before there was no orbital debris in space caused by man, and now
we count and catalogue those objects.

Rocket bodies and mission and space craft related debris are growing, as you would expect,
but not particularly in a steep slope over the years, what does seem to have the biggest
impact on operations up there and on debris in orbit is what we have titled fragmentation
debris, debris that is caused by satellites breaking up, boosters breaking up, or collisions.
In 1988 a satellite broke apart on orbit and caused an increase in debris, and then a Pegasus
booster from the United States exploded, causing a bump in the debris but the most dramatic
were the impacts of the Chinese NI satellite test that occurred in this time period followed
by the collision between a US Aream [?] satellite and a Russian Cosmos satellite. The worst
case scenario is if we were to have a cascade of collisions as a result of these break ups.
A chain reaction if you will, amongst other satellites on orbit, which would create thousands
upon thousands of more pieces of debris. These could grow up to over 50 thousand in total
numbers in the not too distant future. That could be a problem for any of us who would
want to operate on the low Earth orbital environment.

We have so far catalogued objects that are approximately larger than my fist but there are
many smaller objects, equally important, that we do not see. The simple fact is that Space
dependant commerce and communications, as indeed are human space flight programs, are
at risk every time we send a satellite into orbit. Clearly we must continue to have access
to Space, but the growing problem with space debris if left unchecked, could eventually
make this essential domain uninhabitable by man or machine; so what can be done to



mitigate this threat, a threat to our continued free access to the Space environment?

I would like to offer and propose to you three different but parallel methods for your
consideration. One, we should encourage, in fact we should demand, responsible space
operations of all space going nations. Secondly, we should improve space surveillance
capabilities. Three, we should increase data sharing between space faring nations. Responsible
space operation means that all space faring nations need to take the necessary steps to
minimize debris caused by routine launch and satellite operations. Rocket body upper stages
that necessarily must achieve orbital velocity need to be designed to shed the minimal
amount of debris possible, while placing their payloads into transfer orbits. Additionally
they should have engineered into their fuel tanks relief valves designed to relieve the
pressure inside from excess fuel left over, so that they don’t build up pressure and lead to
an explosion. Furthermore, prudent satellite and mission design should allow for the disposal
of satellites at the end of their missions so that they can free up room for other satellites
and again, minimize the likelihood of future collisions that could create more debris.

At the same time we need to improve our space surveillance capabilities; collision avoidance
maneuvers are possible if we know precisely the location not only of the debris but of the
satellites on orbit that can maneuver. One of the big challenges is keeping track of the debris
and satellites precisely enough to calculate accurate and timely collision avoidance maneuvers.
Tracking these objects in orbit requires frequent observations with radars and optical
telescopes. No one nation has the resources or the geography to do this adequately today.
The US has quite an extensive array of sensors, radars and telescopes to survey the heavens
but even that is not enough in spite of the investments made and space-based satellites that
will improve our sensing of the geo stationary belt and the enhancements to our radar in
the near future that will improve our situational understanding of low Earth orbit.

We have the opportunity to share data from various radars and telescopes to make the
tracking and collision avoidance problem manageable. We can make it simpler because we
can make it technically simpler with more observations. The more often you observe the
satellite the more often you observe the debris, the more precisely you know its location,
the more precisely you can predict a potential collision, the more precisely you can calculate
a maneuver to avoid the predicted collision. But sometimes that is not the most difficult
thing to do. Information sharing requires agreements between countries, it requires finding
the middle ground on common lexicon, on common types of data formats and units, etc.
we cannot be reporting in feet in one case and meters in another.

So what is the United States Strategic Command doing to address this problem of space
debris and space situational awareness? In December, the United States Strategic Command
assumed responsibility for the commercial and foreign entities program, a so-called
experimental or pilot program that looked at opportunities to share information with other
countries and commercial entities. Today my joint component command for space at
Vandenberg Air Force Space Base in California is tasked with the day to day operation
command and control of our geographically disperse space surveillance radars and telescopes,
but I have also tasked him with not only building and maintaining this catalogue of debris
but also with conducting collision avoidance calculations to be in a better position to share
this so we can avoid collisions in the future. We have taken responsibility for this program
in the US Strategic Command and we have renamed it Space Situational Awareness Sharing,
to emphasize our desire and intent to share information with the international community



and commercial partners interested in Space flight safety. We provide transparency into
our satellite data base and make orbital and positional satellite information available today
on the website www.spacetrack.org. We maintain this database to make collision avoidance
calculations and ultimately if required to notify the right people of potential collisions. This
sharing program consists of two services; first, the basic service is just the population of
the website which is available to anyone who would like to log onto it to gather data. The
second service is a little more advanced and one that envisions direct cooperation and
partnerships with satellite owners and operators and international entities via negotiated
agreements. Per United States law, my Command on behalf of the government must enter
into written agreements with perspective international partners before these types of services
can be granted, but they include things that make sense like calculations before the launch
of a satellite to predict safe orbit and safe orbital insertion, for example. These two programs,
these two parts of the Space Situational Awareness Sharing program, are maturing and
evolving right now.

There is another program I feel will have a significant and positive impact on Space
awareness and help us reduce the threat of Space debris. Yet in order for this program to
be truly successful we need help in three areas: sensors, participation and innovation. We
need to increase the number and the capabilities of the sensors that contribute to our
situational awareness to give us better fidelity of the debris in the domain; moreover, space
faring nations need to develop these common protocols I mentioned earlier as well as
languages so that via networks we can share the sensor information and pass it more
efficiently and effectively. We need participation in space situational awareness service,
partners who will work with us to expand our capabilities and services, and we need partners
who are committed as we are to addressing this critical threat to every nation's ability to
explore and operate in a Space domain.

Finally we need innovation. Rona and Ilan's vision, Rona's vision to carry Ilan's vision
forward was to stimulate the youth of Israel with educational opportunities to promote
science and mathematics so that you could solve great problems for your country in the
future. Here is one for you to tackle. We need an innovative process and technology not
only to minimize space debris but we need technologies to help us avoid collisions and
here is the really hard one: we need to find opportunities or technologies that would allow
us to eliminate space debris. It is a very difficult problem; the way we eliminate space
debris today is by waiting for it to come down. Sometimes it can take a very long time for
this debris to re-enter the atmosphere. I am confident that together we can invent new
technologies and techniques to not only mitigate debris in the future but perhaps even to
remove debris currently threatening every satellite in orbit and every man and woman
working in Space. So these are the challenges in front of us but there are also opportunities
for young minds to go out and solve these challenges for us in the future. That is the exciting
part of the Space business, it is never completely solved, and there is always another hill
to climb.

In closing, if you will permit me, I would like to add a small personal reflection, and I will
again go back to my third and final flight on the space shuttle Atlantis in 1996. I was sitting
in the cockpit of the Atlantis in the Commander's seat, snuggled in my pressure suit, tightly
strapped in, while we waited for several hours before launch. I squeezed in a little nap,



because I was so relaxed and comfortable and because you do not want to move around
too much as you get very hot in that suit. Then I awoke as we got later in the count, got
into the checklists, prepared things with my crew, reviewed all the instruments prior to
flight. T will tell you and I think every astronaut would tell you, there is no place on the
planet I would rather have been that day than in the cockpit of Atlantis. I had no worries;
I had complete faith in my crew and in the ground crew supporting us. It was not until after
the flight that I reflected on another perspective of that morning. A friend of mine was
escorting my family to the launch and they were standing on top of the launch control
center about three miles from the space shuttle Atlantis, and so here is the picture that he
described. My wife Cathy with a six year old daughter in one hand, a four year old in the
other hand, my friend holding our two year old daughter and Cathy is eight months pregnant
with our fourth daughter. Now I ask you: who is the hero that day? [ know I could not have
stood on that roof and watched her fly; I had the easy job that day. Astronauts are often
referred to as heroes; there are other heroes as well. And so it was on a bright February
morning in 2003 that I had the privilege of sitting 20 meters away from another group of
heroes at the landing strip at the Kennedy Space Center. The family members of the STS
107 crew of Columbia. It was they who bore the greatest burden that day. A burden only
slightly eased by time. Rona, and the family members of Rick, Willie, Dave, Cassie, Mike
and Laurel, they remain heroes today. Let us never forget them, they are heroes that we
live with, and they walk among us today and they, along with heroes like Ilan continue to
inspire each and every one of us. They certainly inspire me.



Advance Payloads for Planetary Space Missions
Jeff Sneler, Sar Radar Program Manager, Northrop-Grumman

Synthetic aperture SAR radar has many advantages, one principal advantage is that the
resolution of a synthetic aperture radar system is in sensitive range so if you think about
using a pair of binoculars, or something like that, the farther away something is, the smaller
it is with an optical system, and you have to point very carefully in order to see it and keep
it in focus. That is not the case with a synthetic aperture radar system; you can actually
resolve things at very long distances if you have enough power to eliminate the object at
that distance. Therefore, if you have a powerful satellite with a large antenna you can
actually create a very large access area where you potentially could image a target at high
resolution, where a similar optical satellite would have much more area of access. This
gives you the ability to revisit the targets much more frequently. That is a big advantage
with observation, especially for what is time-critical like disaster response, or for national
defense applications. The other big advantage of SAR is that since it is providing its own
illumination it can work at night, obviously not something that the electro-optical systems
are so good at, and it can also penetrate through cloud layers. The ability to provide assured
high resolution access is really the main reason why people like SAR so much.

So because of these advantages, the last few years saw an explosion in the number of high
resolution imaging satellites orbiting the earth.

From about 2007 when the pioneering Canadian radar set system was the principal satellite
in orbit, more than a dozen satellites were launched in the span of a few years. The only
other precedent in the space business that looks anything it is the explosion of communication
satellites because of the advantages: having an earth-observing satellite system providing
high resolution day and night, in all kinds of weather. There numerous applications for this
type of capability. The fact that it was not done before 2006 or 2007 shows there were
conversions of technologies in the late 1990s and around the turn of the 21st century,
specifically in power technologies and in terms of high power density solar cells and high
power density of lithium batteries - the same kind of battery technology that you might
have in your cell phone or in electric cars. You find it also in lightweight structural technology
like carbon graphite composites and finally, very importantly, in high performance computing;
Moore's law with which we are familiar is important to synthetic aperture radar because
when you receive the data on the ground you have to do quite a bit of computation before
you are able to resolve that raw radar data into a high resolution image. The convergence
of these things enabled the explosion, a few years later, after focused development
simultaneously in a number of countries in the world.

At Northrop Grumman we have been studying these developments ourselves. [ was in
charge of a lot of the mission engineering for making a similar system at a much larger
scale for the United States a few years ago. But we recognized that this was coming, so
we went out and looked for a partner already in this business, already developing this class
of system, someone with a high degree of performance, a high degree of mission applicability
across a range of different missions as well as expandability. We think we found this partner
and that would be of course Israeli Aerospace Industries. Northrop Grumman and IAI are
complementary in a lot of ways; Northrop Grumman has been around - we used to be



known as CRW - we have another division which used to be known as Westinghouse, we
are an aggregation of companies, but many of the components in Northrop Grumman were
actually around at the birth of the US Space program 50 years ago. We have been continuously
involved in space exploration and in national defense space, including work on the great
observatories, several NASA great observatories including the Compton and the Chandra
telescopes, complementary to the famous Hubbell telescope and now with the web space
telescope, a giant optical astronomical telescope currently in development, scheduled to
be launched a few years from now.

Having been involved for many years in the development of numerous very complex and
very expensive systems Northrop Grumman have been leading the way in a lot of ways in
the United States. Here, on the other side of the water we have our partners IAI who have
been focused on applying high technology in a very practical way, in order to get an
affordable capability quickly, and they have come up with this Tecsar solution, which is
really a brilliant design filling an area of capability complementary to the systems Northrop
Grumman has been working on. With the know-how we have brought, we have gained
over 50 years of working in the US on high space exploration missions and with the practical
knowledge and the operational experience brought by IAI and their long legacy of developing
high performance radar systems, it has been a great match and we have been able to apply
these ideas to things like operational response of space in the national security domain as
well as scientific missions and planetary exploration.

Tecsar is an inherently modular design, it has an interesting feature that you know I
deliberately designed this so that it would be supportable for either optical type of sensors,
for multi spectral sensors, for electro optical sensors, plus the ability to create and test this
payload and verify its operation. Its high performance operation very quickly led to a design
that is very flexible and potentially expandable to new missions like those to Venus. It fits
into a number of different development models in the United States: we are talking about
the potential for a turning key that could be something like directly taking a Tecsar type
satellite and inserting it into the United States national security system. The advantage of
having the kind of modular capability that I developed with very practical ends in mind
has been a great enabler for us to envision so many different futures.

We have also been able to demonstrate what we call in the US 'the tasking processing
exploitation and dissemination profile which is a measure of how responsive the satellite
is in product tasking and in delivery to end users, so that they can get the picture as quickly
as possible for situations where time is of the essence like disaster response and many
national security situations; this is a critical measure of performance. It is something that
has been very important for our team to demonstrate with the system. So in order to do
that, we built in the United States, with some help from IAI and the MOD, a mobile ground
station. It is this mobile antenna which, believe it or not, is actually a trailer, normally used
to haul a boat around, we welded this tracking antenna to a boat trailer: a very simple, low-
cost practical way of creating a mobile terminal and then we packed a delivery truck, with
low cost off-the-shelf equipment, with very high tech software we have been developing
for decades in Northrop Grumman, in addition to the insights provided by IAl into the
operation of their satellites.

We have been very successful with this model, essentially from the first time that we turned
this on, within about a day it was working this is a testament to the fact that we have a very



practical system and one that is flexible and expandable to multiple applications. This would
not have been possible at all without the support of the state of Israel; the MOD and the
IDF have both been very flexible in terms of helping the United States understand its
capability and there is an ongoing contract that Northrop Grumman has with the US
Department of Defense in which IAI and Northrop Grumman are allowed to facilitate this
government-to-government transfer of data. It has provided the US government with great
insight into the potential capability of this class of system, which we had not been able to
evaluate before, because this kind of capability just did not exist until only a couple of
years ago. So this has been a true partnership for success, with government-to-government
exchange and we have been privileged to be part of it.

So I would like to switch gears now from the operation responses to space domain, to what
the topic of this session, namely, space exploration. We realized in our analysis of Tecsar
and looking at its powerful radar system, that it was actually a very good instrument for
doing interplanetary exploration. Our analysis convinced us that Tecsar would be a very
good sensor for imaging the surface of Venus. Venus is a particularly difficult image because
it is covered in a thick cloud layer. We are interested in Venus because it is at about the
same distance from Earth as Mars, but we are interested in going to Mars because we can
imagine life there, while we are interested in studying Venus because we cannot imagine
life there. In fact it has reached an equilibrium point that is truly catastrophic, runaway
greenhouse effect, a very thick carbon dioxide atmosphere with surface temperatures above
460 degrees C and crushing pressures at the surface of the planet. All this is due to complex
interaction between the geophysics of the planet atmosphere, the chemistry and climatology.
As some kind of a living laboratory, visiting Venus and studying what happened to this
planet, trying to solve that mystery, holds a potential to give new insights about some of
the similar geophysical processes happening on Earth - of course, not nearly at the scale
but this is additional data helping us to gain insight into the formation of planets and their
evolution over time.

There is tantalizing evidence that perhaps Venus at one point was much more Earth-like
than it is today, and since we realize that this was a great application for the sensor, we are
currently working with IAI and with NASA, to put together a proposal to get into the 2016
launch of the Discovery program. The Discovery program is designed to be a rapid low-
cost mission capability that is going to deliver revolutionary science for a very affordable
price, and very quickly. So if you look back at the history of Venus exploration, back in
the years of superpower competition, a series of radar mappers steadily improving performance
were sent to this planet to start understanding the overall geology of the planet and how
its atmosphere interacts with the surface, etc. These have been steadily improving over
time. My country sent the Pioneer 12, the first radar mapper to penetrate through the clouds
at close range and get some altimetry data of the planet; but it was very coarse resolution
at about 150 kilometers. The next mission that shortly followed was that of the Soviets,
the Venera mapper missions where first they mapped a whole hemisphere of the planet with
a pair of satellites and improved the resolution of the map by two orders of magnitude, a
fantastic achievement in only a couple of years after the first time we had had a chance to
look through the clouds of Venus at close range. The Americans came along a few years
later in the mid 1990s with the Magellan satellite. The Magellan was really a home-run



kind of mission - it has been a long time since Magellan but we are still learning things
from that data. Magellan mapped over 96 percent of the surface of Venus and in fact looked
over many areas more than once which allowed them to get very high resolution for such
a civil mapping mission, around 100 meters, as well as some information that allows them
to understand the difference between the high lands and the low lands, the different kind
of terrain on the planet and even some really intriguing phenomenology associated with
things like the potential for metallic array like lead, rain and crude metals on the surface
of the planet, which is bizarre and we still do not quite understand. But with this global
view we know now where the interesting locations are on the planet of Venus.

We believe it is a great time to go back and look in very high resolution at the most
interesting spots on the planet that we have identified through the series of historic global
mapping missions. We know where we can go back and use a sensor like Tecsar to get
another two orders to improve in resolution, to get a finer level detail of what is going on
in the planet and try to resolve some of these remaining mysteries of the evolution of a
planet like Venus. We think that this is going to be a leap forward like MRO for NASA just
a couple of years ago especially as it is based on a mature capability, Tecsar, and an
international collaboration for the first time.

The SAR will do a couple of different missions; the SAR instrument is fundamentally
flexible, it has the ability to both support imaging modes in which the surface is illuminated,
penetrating with a radar through the clouds to the surface of the planet, receiving that
reflection back, in order to make maps like a black and white radar map.

Synthetic aperture radar gives us additional information beyond the fine resolution about
the surface composition and structure, the fine structure of the surface, to get even more
inferences about the processes that cause the planet to be the way it is today.

Using the repeat pass SAR and also potentially altimetry like the prior mapping missions
use, being ten to one hundred times better terrain height information, so this is very exciting,
so we can go to features on the planet that we really do not quite understand so areas that
show potential erosion or wind direction information where we can actually look at the
terrain height and get a very accurate height map very much like the shuttle topography
mission that Dr Evans talked about earlier but this time at a completely different planet.
Also using the interferemetric technique, the potential for looking at centimeter scale ground
variations, over the two year span of the mission, now this would be very exciting because
there is some thinking that Venus is a dead planet, in other words there is no motion or
plate tectonics or volcanism active on the planet. It would be a revolutionary discovery if
over a span of two years we were able to detect this kind of change with an instrument like
SAR - so these very fine scale details could be discovered through comparison of multiple
looks at the same targets.

We also have the potential to operate the radar in other modes, besides the SAR imaging
mode. The first is the potential to do something like Magellan did and actually many of
the previous radar missions did: transmit a radar beam through the atmosphere of Venus
and back to Earth, using Earth receivers you can profile just like doing a CAT-scan as used
in medicine, you can profile the density and temperature of the atmosphere; this gives us
a great deal of insight at least into the upper atmosphere layer composition.

Finally, there is a possibility of having a passive radar mode which is a direct temperature



measurement of the surface of the planet, a very interesting capability because you can
fly over a spot where you see hot temperature on the surface; that could indicate a surface
change in progress, something that would be a rich source of scientific data for further
investigation, so again these are all detected by the flexibility of the Tecsar.

In conclusion, we have been working with Al for three years now and we are grateful for
the opportunity and the support we have received from the government of Israel for
developing and demonstrating these new mission applications for Tecsar both in national
security domain as well as for science missions.

We think that there are very exciting new opportunities in the US for applying these kinds
of technologies, they are very well maxed to Tecsar's capabilities and we are looking forward
to expanding our partnerships with both the national security side as well as that of the
science community with NASA and with ISA in order to fully exploit the this type of
system.



Life aboard the International Space Station
Dr. Chris Fugelsang, NASA and ESA

When asked to come to this conference take part in the proceedings I was very glad and
proud, knowing that astronauts come here every year, and I really feel I represent all
astronauts particularly from Houston and NASA but also from the European Space Agency
and all astronauts in the world - we are not very many and on behalf of all astronauts I
would like to pay tribute to Ilan Ramon, to Rona and to Israel and thanks for having me
here.

I want to talk about what I call life on the International Space Station - I have been fortunate
enough to visit it twice. It is up there, some 350 to 400 kilometers above the surface of the
Earth, orbiting around it, completing one orbit in 90 minutes, thus making almost 28,000
kilometers per hour. You can reflect a few minutes and compare this to the distance to the
Moon. The 51 degrees inclination actually means how far north or south you get, but you
are high enough to even see Sweden. I was very glad when I got the chance to see Sweden:
when you are up in space nothing feels as good as seeing your own home. You can see
most of the earth from the space station, in particular almost all of the inhabited parts of
the earth.

The solar rays give about 80 kilowatts of power and that is important because it is really
what you need up there, and you can use half of it to do science. This is the main occupation
of the six astronauts, and the atmosphere inside it really normal.

People sometimes ask me how it is when you go to Space. Well, you do not feel anything,
because in Space we have the same pressures as in earth.

How do you build a space station? It is a fantastic international collaboration by many
countries in the world, as much a technological feat as a sociological and cultural one, to
get all these people and countries together, some of whom did not work very well together
15 years ago.

Since the station is almost 400 tons and nothing can send all that to space at one go, you
had to send up one piece at a time. The space station is more than 100 meters wide and 80
meters long, the first piece was sent up already in 1998, and it has taken some time to build
it, as well as almost 30 launches. The space station is almost complete. It has been
permanently manned for over nine years. The first crew arrived at the space station in
November 2000 - two Russians and then one American, and now we have Japanese and
Europeans as well as Canadians.

One typical question is well, how do you communicate? Well, there is a kind of a telephone
there; some of you may know Skype was invented by Sweden.

A very important integral part of the space station is the control center or maybe I should
say control centers, as they control most of the space station. We do not really run the space
station technically from up there. Up there we work and live and do many experiments but
taking care of the space station itself is mainly done from the ground by Mission Control
Center. The main one is in Houston but we also have one in Moscow and another one in
Japan, one in Europe the Canadians also participate in this.

So what do we do there? We do a lot of science. We built the space station as an international



laboratory and the main thing you do up there is utilize the weightlessness, the lack of
gravitation, micro gravity we call it. Without gravity you have no circulation in fluids and
gases and you can study phenomena which are very hard to study on earth.

We study biology and humans, since you are as much as a guinea pig up there; you can
learn how the body works in space. The space station is naturally also a fantastic observatory
platform to observe Earth. For an astronaut there is nothing as nice as looking at the Earth,
it is so beautiful, all those colors and the white of the oceans and the clouds, the red color
of the deserts or of the forests, lots of interesting shapes; you never get tired of looking at
that. You can actually see 16 sunsets and sunrises a day, because that is how quickly we
go round Earth.

When you see how thin the atmosphere is, it really hits you out there that you have to be
very careful with this fragile thin atmosphere, so we should not risk our own survival here
on this planet. We do not take wonderful pictures as Hubbell does but we have instruments
studying particles coming from Space, including what you call anti-matter. There is another
thing coming from Space, particles from the Sun come and hit the atmosphere close to the
polar radiance thus creating the beautiful auras; you get very interesting and beautiful
pictures of auras in the space station and study them. In addition to all the direct science
done in the space station, this is also a way for humans to learn how to live in space, how
to build in space, we need to go further.

Eventually we hope to go back to the Moon, maybe in ten or fifteen years, and as NASA
Administrator said, next time we will probably do it together; there will be many space-
faring nations who continue on this natural partnership, the space station, in order to go
back to the moon. I wish and hope we will stay there, do this kind of Space research on
the Moon and prepare what we need to know to reach further one day to Mars.

My second and most likely final space flight took place in August-September; there were
six guys and one girl on the Discovery, all Americans except me. We had tried to launch
four days earlier than we actually did but the weather did not permit that.

Lift off is a fantastic feeling. It is physically and psychologically exhilarating; everything
around you is shaking, when the boosters on the sides - some 50 million horsepower - give
a pretty big kick in the back on the way up to Space. Two minutes later the boosters had
done their job, they actually fold down into the Atlantic with parachutes where they are
picked up to be reused. It is a much smoother ride for another six and a half minutes, the
acceleration builds up but in 3G you really get pushed back in your seat, breathing starts
to get a little hard and in a split second the engine stops and there you are in weightlessness.
That is another extremely happy moment. Then you can undo your seat belts and slowly
start to float out into the space vehicle like a bird or a fish swimming around. It is like a
completely new life starting there. It is very easy to move around in weightlessness, but
it is hard to keep yourself in place without gravitation and it is very easy to move things
around because you just give them a little push and they float through the room. Doing
things is also very easy but you have to be careful where you put something, so have a lot
of Velcro, you can stick it to the wall; if not, it just floats away and then you have to look
for it everywhere.

Once we got up, there is a lot of work to do for some hours. We put up a complete network
of computers including the connection for the e-mails we send home. It is very important
to do physical training in Space, in particular if you are on the space station for several
months. You have a very strict training program, you actually have to exercise twice a day



for an hour otherwise you are a wreck once you get back to Earth.

In the last few minutes before the docking at the space station, the commander is flying
manual; it is a little bit tense. Everybody is contributing somehow on the flight now. A
yellow light comes on, signifying we have been caught by the station, and then we just
wait for some confirming lights in the space station. We get the lights and everyone is very
happy. It took us two days to get to the space station and another couple of hours to verify
we didn’t have any air leaks or anything like that and we could open the hatch to the space
station.

They were expecting us, the commander, a Russian general, gave a dong to the ship's bell,
the traditional sign that guests are coming on board. Of course they were very happy to see
us but even more happy that we brought them some fresh food. Our main payload on the
shuttle was the logistic module Leonardo, actually built in Italy for NASA with some 7
tons of various things, from food to new experiments, and the robotic arm grappled it.
Then we had to prepare all the things in the hatch in order to open it, because there is always
a risk that when the shuttle took off Earth some dirt was left on the floor, then in Space it
might have floated around the air, so we put on masks and goggles to inspect it, but it was
clean. Then we started to unload hundreds of these bags which is very easy in space, you
just push them along like this.

Ilan Ramon's picture is on the hatch to the air lock, from where we go for our space walks.
We have various mementos up there on the shuttle for fallen astronauts.

There are three space walks to be performed during this flight; all the space walks are
conducted by an astronaut from the inside. He has the check list and he tells us outside
what to do and reminds us of other things, while Mission Control Center is also following
the whole time. It is wonderful to go outside, exciting too, particularly first time you go
outside the air lock, you certainly have the feeling of 'l better keep hold a little bit extra
hard here to the hand rail so I don’t float away'. But you learn very soon how to move
along. There is a beautiful view when you look through the windows, but when you get a
chance to be outside and look down on earth it is even more beautiful.

Space walks typically last some six to seven hours. The last space walk took seven hours
and one minute and it is very nice to get some help and to get out of the space suit as quickly
as possible. During these full seven hours plus another hour in the suit before you can take
it off you have no chance to eat anything; the only thing you can do is drink water through
a straw. Space walks were performed every second day.

After nine days we have to leave the station. The pilot, by tradition it is the pilot that flies
the shuttle when you leave the space station, is maneuvering us away slowly, we back out
200 meters in front of the space station and then we make one full circle around it. I must
say I left the space station with some mixed feelings, because it was fun to come back home
and be back home again but I just loved the time on the space station: it is a wonderful
place, with so much to do and an enormous amount of science to be done, also the experience
of weightlessness, having a view of the Earth, I certainly miss it. But you do get one of
your best views ever from the space flight when you leave the space station shuttle flying
over the earth at an altitude of 350 kilometers.

Coming in towards Air Force Base in California the cameras could pick us up in the



afternoon sun shining on the shuttle, with the shuttle coming in like a glider plane. In fact
you only have one chance to do the landing correctly, but the pilot and the commander are
very well trained since they did this thousands of time in the training aircraft and they
know what they are doing. Touchdown speed is around 200 knots, almost 400 kilometers
per hour, which is very high speed, on the other hand the runway is pretty long, 4 and a
half kilometers. So coming back there after my second space flight was wonderful experience.
Did my space flight change my view of life? I don’t think so. Maybe my self-confidence
has improved but you do get to see the world in a different light. It is beautiful from up
there, but you do not see any borders and you think that you should better take care of this
wonderful beautiful Earth. On the space station you had people from five different countries
working together and we did not have any problems and seeing earth you hope we can
work together as well on Earth too.



Climate Change - A View from Space

Dr. Diane Evans, JPL, NASA

Let me give you a little bit of background on remote sensing. With remote sensing we make
it possible to see what our eyes are not able to see; our eyes are only sensitive in a very
limited part of what is called the electro magnetic spectrum. With our technology we make
different instruments that can be sensitive to different components of the Earth system. We
make technology that is sensitive to carbon dioxide and measurements of carbon dioxide,
sources of carbon dioxide and zincs, and water vapor, another important greenhouse gas.
Then we move further in the infra-red and to what is called to the sub-millimeter wave
length, that together with the infra red are two areas where we study the so-called bad
ozone, the ozone in the air we breathe in the troposphere. The good ozone is the ozone that
is ten kilometers in the atmosphere and the stratosphere and protects us from the Sun's
harmful radiation.

I chose a small area of Earth system science to talk about today, mostly using technologies
in the radar wave length. I want to point out the two main roles that these satellites and
these sensors have had and will continue to have in understanding global change. The first
is in improving climate models. According to a report put out by the inter-governmental
panel in 2007, there are several scenarios or story lines as they call them of different amounts
of CO2 being put in the atmosphere, different amounts of population growth, different
amounts of deforestation, and they all had these little stories and the forecast of what would
be the potential warming if those scenarios came true.

The real concern, especially on the part of decision makers is the error in the models people
are looking at, how much they differ. So you can imagine politicians are saying what, you
cannot tell me whether it is going to be one degree for this scenario? You cannot tell me
if it is going to be one degree warming or if it is going to be four degrees warming? That
is not very helpful.

Over the next year we shall prepare for the next IPCC (Inter governmental Panel for Climate
Change) report, making sure there is a much more rigorous comparison of these models
with actual observations, since it was not done very well on the last IPCC report. Now we
are going to work with the IPCC to make sure that the observations are used. Our goal for
the next IPCC is to do a much better job of showing which models are giving a better
assessment of the current conditions, so that we can trust them better to predict the forward
conditions.

Let us focus now on the facts, what we can really see in terms of change.

NASA has been flying satellite radar altimeters since 1992, a pretty straightforward
technology: all we do is ranging, using radar, you send out a pulse, a known pulse and you
receive it back after it bounces off the ocean, and then you have incredibly precise orbit
determination on GPS and the French laser ranging system. Having these measurements,
over time with averaging, we have been able to come with the continuous measurement
from 1994 to the present: the sea level is rising on average about 3 millimeters a year. So
that is well understood. The details of the global sea level rise are more interesting. So if
we have to make decisions as to building a new sea wall, where to build it, what kind of



infrastructure is needed, one should understand more about how this change could continue
in the future, and you want to get it at a better and higher resolution.

We have to understand why the sea level is rising for two reasons; one is simply because
of the global warming - it expands. As things get warm they expand, and 80 percent of
the temperature in the atmosphere is taken up by the ocean, so this is a significant factor:
as the atmosphere warms, more of the heat is being taken up by the ocean. But we also
have a component of the sea level rise caused by the addition of water, new water, massing
into the ocean. How do we separate these two things? Until very recently it was a mystery,
solved by a very clever mission put together by the German space agency, the DLR and
NASA, called the gravity recovery and climate experiment, or GRACE for short. In this
case we have two satellites and we are doing distance measurements with two satellites
using radar, but in this case they are chasing each other around in their orbit. As one
approaches an area of higher gravity, it is pulled and then the distance between the two
changes, until the second one catches up and they come closer together. We are measuring
the distance between these two satellites to a micrometer, like the size of a human hair.
After about a month in space we were able to make a gravity model of the Earth that was
one hundred times better than anything that had been done in the past.

We make a new gravity map every month, and as we have been flying since 2002 we now
have changes in gravity with incredible precision. We see the ice sheets change, the change
in mass of Antarctica from 2002 till the present and the change in mass in Greenland from
2002 to the present. The west Antarctic ice sheet is changing much more than the east
Antarctic. Similarly the mass of the Greenland ice sheet is changing and the majority of
that change is in the south-eastern part of Greenland.

We set this up to separate how much of the sea level rise is mass change and additional
water and how much is temperature, it is a straightforward mathematical equation.

Of course it is verified by buoy measurements. I should always state the importance of
buoy measurements for validating our measurements. Now the mass is changing dramatically
but what is the mechanism? How is it happening? Is it going to continue to happen at a
given rate or will it accelerate? So now we bring in our third technology, the INSAR
Now we demonstrated interferometry on the Space radar Laboratory in 1994 but then we
flew it again with a modification where we added an extra antenna on a 60 meter mast
and another antenna. Thus we can get extremely precise height measurements with estimates
of elevation. Once again, we have to have very accurate knowledge of spacecraft and orbit
determination, but once we have that we can then get height elevation. What we did in
the 11 day mission in February 2000, almost exactly ten years ago, made the highest
resolution digital elevation model of the Earth of all the land masses plus and minus 55
degrees.

We flew the space radar laboratory twice, in April and again in October, and we demonstrated
what is called repeat pass interferometry: you come back to the same place after some
time and then you get the topographic change from those two times you went over that
area.

As for topographic change or motion, one of the changes and one of the motions we are
interested in detecting is the glaciers and how they are moving. My first job was to take
surveys of the south cascade glacier in the north cascades of Antarctica every day. Nowadays



this is done in the laboratory using satellites to see the changes in the glazier motion. It is
possible for one person to study one small glacier, but imagine trying to do something like
that on the whole continent of Antarctica! Luckily we have this satellite technology enabling
us to see the ice motion.

With Canadian radar data set as the base and European Space Agency radar interferometry
data that is used to see changes in glacier motion, we have discovered that the glaciers are
indeed accelerating out of the center of the ice sheet and ice is moving faster. Mostly
because when you have an ice shelf break down like the Wilkinson ice shelf that broke up
a couple of years ago, that allows the glaciers free access to head out to the ocean. The sea
level rise is important because it impacts your shoreline infrastructure; with the erosion as
sea level rises, some places will eventually no longer be above water. It is also important
to know by how much the sea level will rise and how much it is warming because the ocean
is the key to keeping our climate temperate. The way it does that is an interesting concept
called the ocean conveyer belt, showing ocean circulation.

The cold dense salty water sinks in the north Atlantic and then works its way. It takes a
hundred years to work its way all the way around, until it comes up in the Pacific where
it gets warm and then comes back again, and this warmer water comes up to the surface
and this is the Gulf Stream, still keeping Europe warm throughout the year.

We now have evidence that if the circulation somehow gets perturbed Europe gets extremely
cold and climate records show that this correlates to massive influx of fresh water caused
by glacier melting and ice sheet melting; therefore the amount of fresh water coming into
the ocean is a significant issue.

In the Pacific it is also important to keep track of ocean salinity and the ocean temperature

because as the ocean gets warmer you get more evaporation, more evaporation results in
more condensation and then more rainfall and also the water vapors contribute to the
greenhouse gas. That is why our next mission will be Aquarius, also an international mission,
this time with the Argentine space agency. There is also a CNES and an ASI instrument
as well on this active platform to be launched at the end of 2010 and our Aquarius will be
measuring the sea surface salinity.
What are we doing to better understand water storage and water availability? We are seeing
changes in mass resulting from the excessive pumping of ground water. The pumping has
gone on without recharge so long that water level is declining by about a meter every three
years. This change can be seen from Space, it is happening in California, in the western

United States, as well as India.

Las Vegas was growing very, very fast and the City Council did not even realize that they
were pumping so much water that they were actually deforming the surface and then they
started to see cracks in their sidewalks and their roads, but did not even know why. In Los

Angeles it is not quite as dramatic but we have the same changes. We studied the deformations
with INSAR and we discovered they are associated with the pumping of water and also of
oil, as we still have some old oil wells around.

Future NASA missions will continue to collect data to optimize the data we have on the
ice sheets and their impact on ocean circulation. The role and the importance of satellites
in understanding global change is in helping us know our past, our present but most crucially
our future.



Heads of Space Agencies Panel
Moderator: Dr. Zvi Kaplan, Director General, Israeli Space Agency

Today we have a unique gathering of distinguished group leaders who significantly influence
the future space exploration and science for the upcoming years. Mr. Charles Bolden,
NASA Administrator, Mr. Enrico Saggese, president of the Italian Space Agency and Dr.
Thierry Duquesne, President of CNES, the French Space Agency and director for strategy
programs and international relations.

These gentlemen are the ones who will write a new page in the ongoing saga of Man's
venture to Space; they will also determine what will be done next and point the future
course for development and growth in space. They represent the countries dominating
Space exploration nowadays.

Visions are wonderful and necessary but what do we do in order to develop and achieve
the vision? This is the prime responsibility of the members of this panel. There are many
basic questions about what we do not understand or have no answers for.

Major General Charles Bolden, clearly there is a difference between science missions which
are knowledge driven and are mainly funded by the public sector and commercial missions
which are profit driven. Hence, the private sector addressed space funding in a more mature
stance as telecommunication and its rapid expansion. Nevertheless, a few high risk
technologies were transferred to the private sector which learned to produce and earn high
profits by using those technologies like the PC and the internet revolutions, for example.
What is your perspective in regard to the private sector's involvement in space exploration
and its development, relative to the public sector investment?

Charles Bolden: Quite a timely question as a matter of fact. As most of you know we are
expecting President Obama to announce within days his vision on the future of human
space flight for the United States and subsequently for our international partners since we
are all together in this collaboration. I think we shall all find that there will be extensive
involvement of entrepreneurial entities. Whether it was General Chilton launching rockets
or me launching rockets, we have always had commercial involvement in our space
ventures, because private companies, publicly traded companies, build the rockets and the
other systems we fly and we contract for that; so commercial space flight is nothing new.
We have been doing that since the very early days of NASA. The difference is that we are
not about to engage those I call entrepreneurial entities, people who dream, people who
have an idea that they can gain access for normal individuals whether it is sub-orbital flight
or orbital flight. Space flight is risky. NASA intends in the years ahead to help these
entrepreneurial entities develop as rapidly as they can so that they can carry cargo into
orbit. We can use them to get supplies and equipment to the international space station and
eventually they will help us to get humans there, because as everyone in this auditorium
is hopefully aware, we have five more flights on the space shuttle. It has been the work
horse for some 30 years, getting large payloads and people into Space and it will be
discontinued. NASA has made an arrangement with one of our partners, the Russian Space
Agency, to utilize the used vehicle at least to take humans back and forth to the International
Space Station between now and 2015. But it is imperative if we are to have a reliable
redundant access to space that we involve commercial entities, entrepreneurial entities and



most importantly our international partners.

I will give you two examples: the European Space Agency has a vehicle called ETV,
demonstrated this past year. It is a cargo-carrying module they flew to Space, it did some
station keeping and showed some proofs of ability to Control and the crew of the International
Space Station reached out and grappled it with the arm, pulled it in, berthed it to the
International Space Station where it stayed a few days. We took the equipment out, and
then it undocked and came back to Earth and burned up during re-entry. Some months
later our Japanese partners flew something called HTV, their autonomous transfer vehicle,
with a similar profile; it flew itself up to the International Space Station, did the station
keeping demonstrations, flew close enough so that we could reach out with the arm, berth
it to the International Space Station, unload its cargo, let it stay for a while and then it
came back to Earth and burned up on re-entry.

What I continue to say to our international partners is OK, we have demonstrated that we
can get it there; we need a capability to bring things back to Earth intact and safe. I hope
that the Europeans and the Japanese will demonstrate along with us that we can not only
get things into Space but there were things like ETV and HT'V, we can de-orbit safely and
intact, bring cargo back and maybe one day bring crews back because we are going to
need to replace the shuttle if we want to have reliable redundant access to space. So I think
the future is commercial, if you want to put it that way, the future in entrepreneurial and
international.

Dr. Zvi Kaplan: ASI is a member of ESA, the European Space Agency; what is ASI's
involvement in ESA space exploration strategies, for example, the Vega launching system
and the Cosmos Sky-Med satellites?

Enrico Saggese: Italy is a country which is in quite a precarious situation, we are very
rich with scientists but we are not so rich in money, so the obvious fact is that we have
to cooperate, both with Europe outside Europe. The cooperation in Europe is with the
European Space Agency. All the countries in Europe are taking part in the budget, in order
to cooperate in very large projects like a mission to Mars to which we contribute something
like one billion Euros. But even with this effort we cannot go it alone and we have to set
up cooperation with NASA in such a way that this mission will become a joint mission
with NASA. As Charles [Bolden] has just said, international cooperation is a must; still,
Italy has to provide infrastructure for itself. We are perhaps in a same situation as Israel,
so we are not only a research and development agency but also provide infrastructure.
The Vega, as mentioned before is a European launcher with a large base in Italy and Italy
will provide the capability to have a medium size launcher. We are also to provide facilities
in terms of observation. There is a constellation of Radar satellites now flying around the
Earth, we have three satellites and we will launch another satellite at the end of the year
so as to have a constellation capable of seeing each point of the Earth with maximum
delay of six hours, every day and night, in any weather.

The market for science in Italy and Europe is not so large as to allow entrepreneur companies
to invest their own money at the moment. In Italy and in Europe we are spending quite a
lot of money and at the moment we cannot count on the capability of private entities to
invest unless we have a public or private partnership. In Italy and Europe we shall have
what we call PPP, public private partnership, in the near future: a partnership between the



public and the private to produces results in Space which will then enable the development
of a completely private entrepreneur situation.

Dr. Duquesne: I would like to emphasize what space exploration means for France. Space
exploration aims at extending human presence physically and virtually beyond the limits
of our planet. Why we are interested in space exploration? There are many different reasons,
I would like to point at three of them without any ranking order.

The first reason is a scientific one; as you know there is a fundamental, essential question
about the origin of the universe, about the origin of life: did life appear anywhere else in
the universe, anywhere else in the Solar system? Space exploration should improve our
knowledge and understanding towards solving this mystery.

The second reason has to do with technology. For an ambitious program like the Space
program we have to push the limits of technology, we have to innovate in order to achieve
the goals. As you know, innovation is a key driver for economic rules.

The third reason is a political. We have to gather our resources, do our very best in order
to achieve and to realize the program. I think this is a very strong message we have to send
to the world and also to the next generation, namely, that countries, whatever their history
or culture, can work together to achieve a common program.

In France the priority for Space exploration is Mars, the red planet. There are two main
reasons for such choice. The first one is scientific, since Mars may have preserved all traces
of its planetary history. Gathering data and information about Mars could help us better
understand the Solar system and the history of the Earth. Mars may be the only planet in
the Solar system where life may have emerged.

The second reason has to do with future human missions. Mars could be our next mission,
a new flight destination. Mars is the only planet where it might be possible to use humans
in the future.

I'should like to mention a few missions currently being developed, such as the Mars Science
Laboratory with NASA and also a Phoebus mission. Phoebus is one of Mars' moons and
this mission is in cooperation with Russia.

Even though Mars is our top priority, there are also celestial bodies like the Moon, other
planets, comets and asteroids and of course we are interested in them too.

We are currently on a different mission, a mission to Saturn, Mars, Venus through Mars
express, Venus express and a mission to Mercury in cooperation with Japan.

Our ambition is to be an active actor in future, to be involved in the preparation of Space
exploration and to make concrete proposals.

There is another mission, Jupiter and its satellite, Europa, and we also have a study for an
asteroid mission and Aprophis rendezvous, this is the asteroid which will come very close
to the Earth in 2029, some 40 thousand kilometers from the Earth, so we are studying the
possibility to send a mission to this asteroid.

I want to say a few words about ISS, the International Space Station, it is an opportunity
for scientific mission and we have developed different mission, different instrument in at
least three scientific domains.

In conclusion I would like to recall what our Minister of Education and Research said at
the Prague conference in 2009, about space exploration: it should be an international
undertaking; it is the adventure of mankind in which cooperation must be appreciated in
a spirit of solidarity without any exclusivity and without any appropriation by one or another



nation. France strongly supported a space exploration program and we are firmly engaged
in promoting and contributing to the definition of such program.

At the end of 2009 the Lisbon treaty will go into effect and that is a major step for Europe,
but for Space too, to be shared among the European Union states, thus Space has achieved
a political dimension that was missing before. Europe has already decided that space
exploration is a priority for Europe.

Dr. Zvi Kaplan: Charlie Bolden, Space science exploration has historically depended on
both human and robotic missions complementing each other, taking into consideration
diverse political and economical views. What is your opinion on how men-robotics
interaction will affect future social structure?

Charles Bolden: I think I would have to say that we have seen what effect robotics has
on human space exploration because since I entered the Space program in 1980. At least
in America, we have always been trying to marry up robotics and human exploration in
an optimal way. One of the things that we have not done very well and we are trying to
do now, is come up with a pre-planned agreement on what we should rely on robots to
do and then when we need to interject the human, since as I keep telling people, space
is risky. Space flight is risky. So what we want to do is put the human at a minimal amount
of risk.

If you talk about going back to the lunar surface or going to the Martian surface, there
is no reason to send an astronaut or a cosmonaut to the Moon to build a habitat in this
environment, as we already have the capability of sending robotic instruments into places
around the world, where the robot builds a structure. We should be thinking about doing
the same thing on the surface of the Moon, on that of Mars. The United States has had
robotic rovers on Mars for some six years, even though they had been intended to be
there for 90 days. Robots have proved that they are resilient, they can do things that we
did not know they had the capabilities of doing. We have [robots] Spirit and Opportunity,
Spirit is a little stuck, and it will probably remain stuck but its cameras still work and it
is still an incredible asset to have on the surface of Mars. Opportunity continues to roam
around the planet with the Mars science laboratory that we hope to launch in a year or
so. It is going to be an incredible robotic capability on the surface of Mars that will use
a digger, if you will, to gather samples and put them into a spectrometer on board the
vehicle so that we can analyze it. Those are the things that robots should do. They should
be precursors; they should do the scouting before we decide to put humans at risk. And
the last example occurred this past year on the STS125 mission, which we think was the
final human mission to the Hubbell space telescope. On this mission we combined the
robotic arm on the shuttle with humans, with astronauts who went out and were maneuvered
around the telescope with a robotic arm to get into position to change many of its
instruments, they replaced batteries and left it as a brand new observatory, much better,
much more capable than we had ever imagined it would be, so we have already demonstrated
the important cooperation between humans and robots and I do not think we are going
to see any change in the years to come.

Dr. Zvi Kaplan: Mr. Saggese, what are the ramifications of Italy's achievement via the
Cosmos satellite and its unique radar?



Enrico Saggese: First of all, we will have the International Space Station working until
2020, and this is quite important for Italy. Italy has contributed very much to the space
station; the pressurized volume of the space station is being built in Italy. In future there
will be three missions in which we are very interested. The next one will carry node three
and the cupola which is a window from the space station to the Earth and this node and
the cupola were built in Italy.

One of the missions will carry the AMS, an instrument which will be attached to the space
station to study anti matter and dark matter. Italy has paid 25 percent of AMS which is an
instrument that cost us something like one billion Euros, to study the anti matter, dark
matter and dark energy. And finally we are cooperating with NASA to attach one lab, an
Italian lab, to this space station. The lab has already been built and NASA is modifying it
with our help, so when it will be attached to the space station there will be a piece of the
station which is completely Italian.

We think that the space station will be the tool for human exploration and we want to use
it as much as possible. Then in other fields of exploration we rely completely on Charles
Bolden's words, we are working with robot exploration. The robot, as all of us know, can
give all the possible answers to the questions. Unfortunately, robots cannot put the questions,
so we need Man in space to put the right question. Human curiosity is quite important. Still,
very few men can go outside the Earth, all the rest of us have to remain on Earth and we
need to know very much about the Earth until we can really stay safely on the Earth.

Dr. Zvi Kaplan: Dr. Duquesne, what political technological and social obstacles need to
be removed in order to expedite and increase space science and exploration?

Dr. Duquesne: It is an interesting question and also very difficult to answer. But when
considering some very ambitious programs in Europe, in France for example, nothing is
possible without strong support from politicians. When CNES was created in 1961, the
decision was made at the highest level; it was the decision of the president of France. When
I look at some very ambitious program like GMES, the global space system for environment
and security, when I look at Galileo, these programs would never have been approved if
they had been based only on technological approach or that of the agency. I think the Lisbon
treaty is a very important point because in Europe we now have a political dimension to
Space, and without this political dimension it would not have been possible to work on
such ambitious, broad programs.



Keynote Lecture - The USA Space Vision
Charles F. Bolden Jr., NASA Administrator, USA

I wanted in my first year as the NASA Administrator to take time to commemorate the
STS107 crew, especially Ilan Ramon so that the lessons we learned working together could
be remembered. [ will return shortly to the United States so that my wife Jackie and I can
be there Friday morning for a day of commemoration on which we remember the sacrifices
of three different space crews; Apollo 1, whose crew we lost in a launch pad fire at Cape
Canaveral, STS51L Challenger, the crew we lost in 1986 and of course STS107, Ilan Ramon
and his crew aboard the shuttle Columbia. It is a week of commemoration for us, but I
think it is also a week in which we are asked to dream and to reflect about what we can
do to make our world a much better place.

It is with the spirit of Ilan and his crew in mind that I am here to continue the pursuit of
peaceful cooperation in Space between our countries and it is with them in mind that we
always remember how fragile and how beautiful life can be.

In honor of the memory of Ilan and the rest of the courageous crew of the Columbia I want
to share with you today some things about what NASA has done and about what we intend
to do in the years ahead. The review of the human space flight program for President Obama
has been completed and we will receive his vision and directions for the future of NASA
in a few days. Two things stand out in the President's vision. One is the necessity for
international cooperation, so you will see us vigorously engaging with Israel and other
nations as we try to peruse and exceed the boundaries of science in Space. Also clear to
me is his dedication to the necessity of education and particularly education in science,
technology and engineering, so once again I expect that our two nations will be cooperating
in those fields in the days, months and years ahead.

It is interesting that NASA has hundreds of international agreements, but more than 50
percent of those are with about ten nations only and it is my desire that we extend or expand
our international cooperation to what I call non-traditional partners, so that we can reach
out to smaller nations who wish to become space-faring nations but may not have the
physical assets or the wealth to do so.

Let me give you a short review of NASA history, spanning over 50 years now. We count
among our objectives the expansion of the scientific understanding of Earth and the universe
in which we live. Many of you know that Ilan was involved in an experiment designed to
understand the earth soils and dust of the desert and their impact on other parts of the world.
On my very first space shuttle mission - General Chilton sitting down here can probably
remember this too - we passed across the many deserts of the world and each one of them
is very distinct, each has its own unique color but what was most interesting, particularly
when passing over the Sahara and the deserts of the Middle East was the sight of those
massive looms of dust that would be kicked up some days and would drift across the
Atlantic Ocean heading to the North American and the South American continent. Those
kinds of studies will help us understand much more about our planet.

We also need to extend and sustain our human and robotic presence across our Solar system



and that means we have to be there. We hope to extend the life of the International Space
Station into the year 2020 together with our international partners, we may want to use it
as a platform from which we can further study our earth.

We want to share the result of NASA missions to inspire Americans and now, even more
importantly, international public, to encourage scientific literacy, and to foster innovation
in a strong national economy. We wish to promote international and commercial participation
in exploration. Space operations involve coordinating an integrated system of spacecraft,
launch vehicles, communications and navigation networks, crew training and operations
as well as mission support personnel and many other aspects. Today it involves primarily
the International Space Station and the space shuttle, but beginning at the end of this year
when we retire the space shuttle, the future will include commercial and international
vehicle operations.

It takes many people from a variety of cultures, working as a team, to make all this come
together. The space shuttle will retire at the end of this year, we still have five flights
remaining; our next scheduled flight is next Sunday, February 7th. After that new vehicles
will be developed, in partnership with our commercial and international partners for travels
to the International Space Station and beyond low earth orbit. There are 63 international
astronauts from fifteen countries who have flown on 87 of our 130 shuttle flights. Space
flight is a challenging and risky business, NASA works hard to mitigate risk but space
flight will never be risk free. One of my highest priorities at this time is flying the remaining
five space shuttle missions as safely as possible through the end of the program.

The International Space Station is the largest and most complex international and scientific
engineering program in history. There are fifteen countries represented by five space
agencies that participate in the International Space Station. The ISS with its full complement
of six crew members is a world-class laboratory open for full- time research. We are
continually trying to develop new systems, needed to replace the space shuttle for transporting
crew and logistics to the ISS and beyond low earth orbit.

NASA is working with an international group of 14 space agencies to develop a strategy
for exploration by humans beyond low earth orbit. Many opportunities for international
cooperation will be available as we move forward.

We are learning more today from instruments like the Hubble space telescope and others
that roam our universe and help us to understand much, much more, not just about what
we know but what we do not yet know of the world in which we live. Planetary science
looks at the origin and history of our Solar system. The potential for life on other planets
came up again in an image of Saturn taken by the Cassini satellite. We also study the Sun's
effect on Earth and our Solar system.

Over half of these science activities are carried out through international cooperation.
Science activities are by far the most international at NASA with over 250 agreements. In
addition to our space flight and science activities NASA also conducts cutting-edge
fundamental research to help transform the air transportation system in the United States.
Right now we are working on a program called "Next Gen" - the next generation air transport
system. It is intended to transform and modernize our air transport system for passengers,
and we are working feverishly on that as the number of people who travel the skies increases



exponentially each year. Most international cooperation occurs in the areas of aviation
safety and fundamental aeronautics research. Yesterday and the day before, I was privileged
to visit some of your facilities here in Israel to learn of things that you are doing in this
area.

Let me shift my focus now to an area of NASA activities that have significant global
implications. Of the four science areas, Earth science is becoming one of the most important
for NASA. It is inherently international: in order to understand the Earth as a system there
are lots of opportunities for cooperation, as discussed between my delegation and the
different industries here in Israel while we traveled around over the last few days.

There are multiple inter-connected processes that affect the Earth, some are natural, and
some caused by human activity and with the help of space-borne and ground-based
measurements scientists can monitor existing conditions and create models to better
understand these complex processes. Contributions from our global partnerships to the
gathering of data are essential to enable us understand those phenomena and devise ways
to mitigate the negative impacts to human activity and to respond to natural disasters. Israel
is a great part of that partnership.

We now work with you continuously on an internet access program for elementary school
children called Globe, designed to allow them to look at data of environmental science in
their own classrooms. We are very happy for the work that we have been able to do with
you on Globe.

It has been a pleasure to be here. I want to thank Rona and the family for making this
conference possible each year. I want to add my thanks to you for your incredible courage,
you never asked for this responsibility but you wear it incredibly well and all of us are here
to honor you and your family in the remembrance of Ilan and Asaf, as we talk these days.
International cooperation is critical for us, we found that well structured and managed
international cooperation will contribute significantly to national goals of each of our
partners.

I want to challenge each and every one of you here to ensure that this partnership between
Israel and the United states is enhanced as part of the commemoration of Ilan Ramon and
his legacy. It is a legacy of achievements in life. I want to ensure that we work together,
that the themes he dreamed of and the conditions of Earth of which he dreamed and often
spoke, come true. We can bring these thoughts together in this conference and I ask all of
you to help us make it so.



