
WashingtonAirandSpace
Museum awaitsIsraelimemorabilia

By JUDY SIEGEI.

Even thoughIsraelis mem-

ber of the "exclusivedub" of

countriesthat have builtspace

satellites,Washington's US

National Air and SpaceMuse-

um hasn'treceived any space-

related objectsfrom Israelto

displaythere, TfieJerusalemPost

has learned.

The only Israelimention in

the huge museum, which is

partof the Smithsonian Insti-

nation and is located opposite

CapitolHill,is photoof the

doomed Columbia space shut-

tieastronaut team that includ-

ed the late Israel Air Force Col.

Han Ramon, who died tragical-

lyin the crashseven years ago.

So says Dr. RogerLaunius, the

senior curator of the museum

and former chief historian at

NASA, who is due to flyto

Israelnext week to speakat the

FifthIlanRamon International

Space Conference, organized

DR. ROGER LAUNIUS

by Herzliya'sFischer Institute

for StrategicResearch with help
from the Ministryof Science

and Technology.

In an exclusivephone inter-

view from Washingtonthis

week, Launius said he would

love to have some Israelispace

objects.As Israeldevelopscom-

pactsatellites,the Washington
Museum could display one

that was not used or model,

said the historian,"as satellites

are launched and don't come

back."

Launius, who is making his

first-evervisitto Israelto attend

the conference, said that the

museum is visited by about

eightmillion peopleper year,

including he presumes

quite few Israelis.

Most ofthe tens of thousands

of items on displaydeal with

aeronautics and space,but the

oldestones are hot-airballoons

datingback to the late 18th

century.
The museum, with 41$mil-

lion annual budget,does not

have the funds to purchaseair

and space memorabilia, but it

receives them as donations

from NASA and privatecollec-

tors, Launius said.Surprisingly,

the museum hasn't single
NASA space toilet, but it has

one from Russia, as well as

plentyof freeze-dried food
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